We have recently shown that total adrenomedullin (AdM) concentrations are elevated in choriodecidual and amniotic tissues, but not in placental, in response to human labour at term and pre-term (1). Therefore, the present study was designed to determine whether AdM mRNA expression was increased with labour in term and pre-term samples by using Northern Blot Analysis. Placentas were collected either at elective caesarean section (not-in-labour, NIL), after normal vaginal deliveries and at caesarean section during labour (in-labour, IL) from women with singleton pregnancies at term (>36 weeks gestation, 39.2 ± 0.2) or pre-term (between 24 to 36 weeks gestation, 32 ± 0.4), but with otherwise uneventful antenatal courses.
